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UN volunteer fixes Atiu power problems

A United Nationsvolunteer trav-
elled to Atiu last month to investi-
gate concernsregarding electricity
ontheidand.

Electric shocksand power surges
were a common occurrence for
residents on the island.

UN volunteer Date Hideki from
Japan has been on the island only
four weeks and already electric
shocks and power surges are be-
coming ararity.

Acting island secretary Man
Unuia says Hideki was originally
sent there to check the island’s
transformer that had broken down.

He saysit took Hideki less than
aday to repair the transformer and
along theway he discovered many
problems with wirings in homes.

Unuiabelievesthat most electri-
cal wiring wasdoneinthelate 70s
and was overdue for a check as
faults should have been detected a
long time ago.

With the influx of visitors and
athletes for the Manea Games,
Unuiaretained Hideki asaback up

person for the duration of the
gamesto keep an eye on the trans-
former.

Localsare very pleased with the
servicethat Hideki isproviding and
they repay him for his services by
providing meals for him.

Unuia says that Hideki has be-
come a friend to the locals with
only two more weeks before he
returns to Rarotonga.

A UN progress officer has also
been on Atiu to check on work
Hideki has carried out on the is-
land. Hideki's skills as an electri-
cian are now in demand by other
outer islands.

“We still have a lot of work to
finish on Atiu first,” says Unuia.

— Matariki Wlson

Right, Date Hideki voluntarily
working on Atiu’s power lines
and electrical wiring in
homes. ososo112




